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the Worcester and Hardwick, which will facilitate their dispatch upon their
return,
14.    In the month of March we requested the gentlemen at Madrass to
inform us as early as possible how far they would be assisting in the dispatch
of any of the ships to Europe this season and whether it would be agreeable
to them to have  one of the ships then in our river sent up in  September
with her charterparty redwood and saltpetre and 4 or 500 bales from hence
to be filled up and finally dispatched from their Presidency.   In answer to
which they acquainted us they had altered the destination of the Grantham,
Capt. Oliver, as they were in want of a vessell to carry home some advices of
importance, and for tonnage for near  1800 bales they had in hand:  instead
therefore of dispatching her to Canton, they should send her directly to
England in July or August with a compleat loading of bales.   As by this
information we found it unnecessary  to station a ship  to be filled up in
September on the Coast, we purpose  to have sent the Ilchester to Europe
early in December with a compleat loading from hence, but the Select Com-
mittee having desired the Board to give die commanders of the three ships
then in the river directions to obey their orders in an expedition to the
southward, we acquiesced with their request as we were assured by them it
would be of greatest importance to the Company's  affairs to send a body
of troops to Visagapatam which could not be effected without  the Europe
ships were permitted to transport them  to that place.   We are in hourly
expectation of the arrival of two of them at least and shall proceed in loading
them for England the moment they arrive in the river.
15.    It being necessary to send two small vessells upon that expedition
for the conveniency of landing the men and stores, we purchased the Loo
and   Watson   sloops   for   that   use,  the   Company's   carpenters   and   Master
Attendant having first surveyed them and reported to the Board their condi-
tion and value.
16.    Captain John Tedd departed this life of a fever on the  22nd July
and we have confirmed Mr. James Ward, late chief mate of the Ilchester,
in the command of that ship.
17.    On the arrival of Captn. James Barton the Board informed him of
Your Honours* appointment of him to the office of Master Attendant and
directed him to take the charge of the marine of this settlement as such
which he accordingly did.
18.    Sometime after he delivered in a letter to the Board with some pro-
posals for the regulation of the dock head and a reduction of the expence of
marine*   Upon  a   due  consideration  of  the  said  report   (which is   entered
after our consultation of the 4th September) the Board were of opinion that
most of the proposals were proper and that they would tend to the benefit
of the Company and  settlement in general.  Captn.  Barton was therefore
directed to put them in execution with such  alterations  and amendment
as the Board at that time made.   We flatter ourselves that we shall be able
to reduce this branch, of the Company's expence still more when we come
to take the particular parts of it more immediately into our consideration.
We hope to acquaint Your Honors before the departure of the ships of this
season the results of our examination.